
F or survivors, victims, and their families, the 

experience of the Holocaust is deeply rooted in 

personal memories. However, as the number of 

survivors dwindles and time passes, the lessons 

of the Holocaust must be transmitted to our 

collective memory so that it will never be for-

gotten.  Students today will be the last to expe-

rience personal accounts of those who survived 

the Holocaust.   

H ow we learn from and translate those sto-

ries and memories into action are the subject of 

this year ’s essay contest.  How does remem-

brance lead to a moral obligation to speak and 

act today—whether it is about racism, geno-

cide, homophobia, bullying, those facing perse-

cution or advancing a just and inclusive society?   

 

Sonoma County  Student Holocaust Essay Contest 

In honor of  Holocaust and Heroism Day, Yom HaShoah v’HaGevurah* 

Essay Topic  

Speaking for the Other:  
The importance of Holocaust remembrance 

and what the Holocaust teaches you about 

your role in standing up for others. 

Suggested Prompts for Your Essay  

How has your personal experience — whether you have heard a Holocaust survivor 

speak,  read a book or memoir, or seen a movie about the Holocaust, impacted your 

thoughts or feelings about the important role of  memory in shaping future action?  

Why is it important to speak up for those no longer here to tell their stories? 

What are some actions that you could take today based on what you have learned 

about the Holocaust and how groups were persecuted? 

Who has a  moral obligation to speak out and why? 

GUIDELINES 

 

Eligibility  Open to all Sonoma County students in grades 6 - 8 (Middle School) and grades 9 - 12  

  (High School). 

 

Winners A $250 cash prize will be awarded to the winners of the Middle and High School level,  

 generously provided by the committee  in memory of Leo Schweitzer by his family and 

 in honor of Susy Raful by her family . Winners will be notified by April 21, and are 

 encouraged to attend the Sonoma County Yom HaShoah Commemoration on Sunday, 

 April 30th 2017 , at 2:00 PM, Friedman Event Center, 4676 Mayette Avenue, Santa 

 Rosa.  Winners will be recognized at the event and their essays will be printed in 

 the program. 

 

Format  Essay Only.  Not to exceed 750 words. Word or pdf file. Double spaced, one-side 

 only. Completed cover sheet must be included.  Student name should not appear on 

 other pages.  

 

Deadline  Sunday, March 26, 2017.  Email submissions must be received by midnight. Mail  

 entries must be postmarked by this date.  No late entries will be accepted.  

 

Submit        Via email to psimon@jcrc.org 

   Subject line: Holocaust Essay Contest 

 

Questions  Paula Simon, Director of Operations and Special  Projects 

  Jewish Community Relations Council 

  415-977-7401 or psimon@jcrc.org  

F rom 1933-45 the Nazis ruled Germany.  They 

were a political party that practiced brutality and 

the worst forms of bigotry and discrimination.  

During World War II, which they started in 1939, 

the Nazis engaged in the mass murder of civilians. 

Like other totalitarian governments, the Nazis 

sought to eliminate their social, political and reli-

gious enemies. An important goal was to extermi-

nate all Jews in Europe.  Ultimately, the Nazis mur-

dered over 13 million people, of whom about six 

million were Jews.  Romas, homosexuals, Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses and those with disabilities were 

also targeted.  

*The full name of Holocaust Remembrance Day, in Hebrew is 

Yom HaShoah v’HaGevurah – Holocaust and Heroism Day.   

The essay contest and Yom HaShoah Commemoration are co

-sponsored by the Sonoma County synagogues, Jewish Com-

munity Center of Sonoma County, Jewish Family & Children’s 

Services, The Alliance for the Study of the Holocaust and 

Genocide, Chevra Kadisha of Sonoma County , and the Jewish 

Community  Relations Council, North Bay.  For more infor-

mation, visit www.jccsoco.org.  
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